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The row over Alan Clark MP’s ‘Bongo Bongo land’ remarks, in addition to 
highlighting the worrying attitudes of a government minister, also usefully 
focused attention upon the whole thorny issue of ethnic monitoring. Like Racism 
Awareness Training, which we have discussed critically in recent issues of 
Searchlight, this is a subject capable of provoking sharp differences even between 
anti-racists. Alan Clark, of course, is responsible for the proposed ethnic 
monitoring in Unemployment Benefit Offices, and he was not long in alleging 
that the ‘Bongo Bongo’ leak was deliberately timed to torpedo a pilot monitoring 
scheme he had just reached agreement on in Merseyside. Would that it were true. 
The fact is we had no idea such a scheme was in the offing. And when we rang the 
Department of Employment press office to find out when monitoring was to 
begin they told us bluntly that no date had been fixed. 

In the event, prompted no doubt by Clark’s claim, we received a number of 
enquiries asking for our view on monitoring: were we for it or against? 

Unfortunately, the question does not lend itself to a quick answer. In some 
cases, where, for instance, an employer is genuinely prepared to identify and 
eliminate racism in recruitment and promotion, where black people in the 
workforce are in favour of the scheme, where they designate their ethnic origins 
themselves, where records of individuals are not monitored, and where workplace 
trade unions can exercise proper controls over the scheme, then ethnic monitoring 
may be an invaluable tool in the fight against discrimination. This is particularly 
so in the case of employers of large workforces. The pilot monitoring schemes 
already carried out in the civil service, for instance, have highlighted problems 
more serious than anybody imagined, and which may now be tackled in a more 
systematic and informed fashion. 

Monitoring the unemployed in UBOs is quite a different matter. Only non- 
whites are in effect being monitored, and their ethnicity is being decided for them 
by counter-clerks on the basis of a crude guide. Worst of all, the scheme is not 
voluntary, and its aims are suspect. Is this government really intending to use the 
results to create job opportunity for black people, or to underwrite programmes 
of positive action? On its record, the government, and Mr Clark, must forgive 
ourselves and Britain’s black communities for finding this just a little hard to 
swallow. 





No Times . . . no comment 


Readers will no doubt have noticed the wide press publicity that followed our 
‘Bongo Bongo’ story. But one paper of the whole pack failed to report a singe 
word of the row that broke out over Clark’s remarks. While the Sun’s front page 
screamed of ‘Bongo Bongo bust up’ The Times maintained and maintains a 
steadfast silence over the whole affair. 

The curious amongst our readers might care to take up the matter with the 
‘paper of record’s’ editor — Alan Clark’s friend Charles Douglas Home. 
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HILDA MURRELL MYSTERY 











WHAT DOES VIC 
NORRIS KNOW? 


Police urged to probe nazi spies link 


POLICE investigating the murder 
of Sizewell nuclear objector Hilda 
Murrell are being urged to 
investigate the activities of a 
Suffolk-based nazi whose private 
investigation agency was hired to 
spy on nuclear protestors. 


Hilda Murrell died last March after 
disturbing an intruder at her Shropshire 
home where she was putting the finishing 
touches to a paper for the Sizewell enquiry 
arguing strongly against the reactor. 
According to The Observer, Contingency 
Services, run from Colchester by Vic 
Norris, had been hired to gather 
information on objectors to the project. 

But Norris is well known to anti-fascists 
as a nazi organiser and a fanatical satanist 
who till recently led his own occult church. 

It is clear that Norris himself was not 
responsible for her death — he does not fit 
the police identikit picture, and is too old to 
have undertaken the cross country run her 
killer made after her death — but he may be 
able to provide vital information on the 
affair. 

Norris’s contract to spy on Sizewell 
protestors came at the end of a lengthy 
chain of sub-contracting. An as yet 
unidentified client hired Zeus Security 
Consultants run by former intelligence 
officer Peter Hamilton. He passed the work 





Peter Newman. 





Vic Norris. 


to Sapphire Investigations run from Acle in 
Norfolk by Barrie Peachman. Peachman, 
an old friend of Norris, passed the work on 
again to Contingency Services, providing a 
list of individual ‘targets’ on whom 
information should be gathered. Hilda 
Murrell was not on this list — but was 
almost certainly on a full list of objectors 
later obtained by Contingency Services 
from the secretary to the public enquiry. 

But only a few weeks after her murder, 
Barrie Peachman put a gun in his mouth 
and killed himself. 

Norris’s record as a nazi activist goes 
back to the 1960s when he was a member 
both of the old British National Party and 
the National Front. In 1968 he launched the 
first of his own right wing outfits, the 
optimistically named 5,000 Group. This 
was followed by the Salvo Society which 
often went only by its initials. In 1969 he 
promoted a pro-Powell conference to 
launch a united far right campaign against 
immigration, in which other far right 
groups, among them the National Front, 
were involved. 

Later he opened a shop in Ipswich from 
which he ran a nazi regalia business, A.H 
Services, named after Adolf Hitler, which 
serviced the fascist movement with its own 
Directory of Far Right Groups. 

Throughout his years, one of his constant 


political associates has been Colchester nazi 
Peter Newman, an NF and British 
Movement member caught infiltrating the 
Conservative Party in Colchester in 1972. 
Newman was also linked to the National 
Socialist Group leader David Courtney, 
who lived in the same town, and later went 
into the militaria business himself with a 
local firm called Newman and Barker. 

In 1979 Norris was convicted for 
possessing an offensive weapon at his shop, 
which had by then become a front for all 
manner of shadowy enterprises. 

One of these was the Anglian Satanic 
Church which until two years ago he ran in 
partnership with Blackburn devil 
worshipper Magdalene Graham. On a 
recruiting tape, Norris and the church’s 
high priestess ‘Mother Lilith’ hinted 
strongly that illegal sexual practices were 
part of the group’s ceremonies. 

Such activities have landed Norris in 
trouble before: in 1969 he got six years for a 
series of offences involving young children. 
He was convicted of unlawful intercourse, 
incest, procuring his own children for 
unlawful sex and a stack of other offences. 
A regular visitor while he was in gaol was 
Barrie Peachman, later to give him the 
Sizewell contract before committing 
suicide. 

It is not easy to disentangle fact from 


es 
Ye, 
sis 





Magdalene Graham. 


way that he so easily got this sensitive work 
casts new light on claims he made in the 
early 1970s that he had important 
connections with counter-subversion 
agencies and had been used to provoke 
violent incidents at left-wing 
demonstrations. 

What is certain is that Norris employs a 
battery of false names to cover his sinister 
tracks. Searchlight now knows of at least 
eight, and when the Daily Mirror 
telephoned him about Searchlight’s 
investigations into his past he insisted that 
he was called Hampson and used Norris 
only as a nom de plume. Curiously, he also 
claimed to have a birth certificate and 
driving licence in the name of Hampson — 
a matter to which the local CID might care 
to address themselves. Two days later, his 
past having been well aired in the Mirror, 
‘Hampson’s’ telephone callers were told 
that he had suffered a stroke. He’s nothing 
if not a trier. 

Now Labour MP Tam Dalyell, convinced 
that the Murrell murder is linked to the 
Belgrano affair (her nephew worked at 
Northwood naval headquarters during the 
Falklands war) has put down a question to 
the Treasury asking which government 
department picked up the bills for the 
private eyes turned loose on the Central 
Electricity Generating Board’s Sizewell 
opponents. 


But police must now ask Norris if he 
in turn farmed out any of the 
information gathering work to other 
parties. 

Searchlight has already made 
available information about one of his 
fellow nazi-satanists who for certain 
reasons must be considered at least as a 
prime subject for questioning. Unlike 
Norris, this man is young, fit, and a 
martial arts fanatic. 


Different names and organisations — but 
same address, same handwriting. Two of 
the identities used by Vic Norris. 


Analo~Saxonic 
Church 


303 Cauldwell Hall Road, 
Ppswich JP4 5AH, Suffolk. 
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Peachman’s enquiry record — including Vic Norris’s boast to be able to “put a stopper on 


CND”. 


apable of. ny act ea 


group of his closest political 

ciates. One of these was a local 
dealer George Beeken, a 

Conservative in the town 

ry to conceal — his 


| Worr ' he was 
involved in ‘clandestine violent 
activities. Hill formed the view that 
“he was fully capable of any act, 
however depraved, that he could 
posely identify with ‘the cause’. — 
‘associates were quite _ 

g mad. Even Colin’ 

rejected them on the 
ue that their lunatic — 
_ would give nazis a bad name” 





Bongo bongo 
— “Minister 
must go!’ 


Loud calls for the sacking of junior 
Employment Minister Alan Clark 
have followed Searchlight's 
revelations last month that he 
referred to Britain’s black people 
as coming from “bongo bongo 
land”. 


The remarks, made to a closed meeting 
of senior civil servants, were seized upon by 
Labour front benchers Clare Short, Gerald 
Kaufman and John Prescott, who tabled a 
Commons motion declaring that ‘‘this 
attitude makes him unfit for the ministerial 
responsibilities he carries’’. Clark is 
responsible for race relations issues in the 
Department, including the controversial 
scheme for ethnic monitoring of claimants 
in Unemployment Benefit Offices. 

Even amongst the mainstream press there 
was virtual unanimity that Clark’s remarks 
were a serious embarrassment to the 
government, and more than one editorial 
suggested he should be sacked or moved. 


Damage 


Black organisations were clearly disturbed 
by the story. William Trant of the West 
Indian Standing Conference told 
Searchlight: ‘‘We are appalled by the 
remarks attributed to Mr Clark. We feel a 
minister with the responsibility he holds is 
required not to express racist views, either 
in public or in private. The Prime Minister 
must take the appropriate action to correct 
“the damage done to race relations’’. 

This was echoed by Open Access, a 
minority and ethnic employment agency. 
Geraldine Ambrosius said: ‘‘It is disgusting 
that a man who has admitted to racist 
sympathies should be in charge of ethnic 
monitoring in Unemployment Benefit 
Offices. His utterances make a mockery of 
the government’s claims that such 
monitoring has no racist connotations’’. 

Less forthright, however, was the 
Commission for Racial Equality, which has 
already approved the UBO monitoring 
scheme. A _ press spokesperson told 
Searchlight: ‘‘Our -position remains 
unchanged. There is a need for hard 
information to help break down 
disadvantage. It is the only way forward, 
but there is a need for proper safeguards’’. 

He refused to comment on Alan Clark’s 
views. Asked if he thought safeguards were 
adequate with someone of Mr Clark’s views 
in charge, he said, ‘‘we are satisfied with the 
position’’. 

It was also revealed that he has in the past 
dined with Britain’s foremost nazi leader, 
John Tyndall. This was a question on which 
Searchlight asked the minister to comment 
before the ‘‘bongo-bongo”’ story broke. He 
refused point blank. We were told: ‘‘The 
minister is not available for comment 


today, tomorrow, the next day, the day 
afters s=.. OF ever... 

The information had come straight from 
the horse’s mouth: Tyndall had boasted of 
it to Ray Hill, Searchlight’s mole, while Hill 
was deputy leader of the British National 
Party. It now appears that the lunch was at 
Tyndall’s suggestion, and Clark quickly 
concluded that his guest was a blockhead. 


Leaked 


In the end, however, this particular story 
was leaked to The Guardian from the office 


#, Minister in 
@ storm over 
® racist’ jibe 
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of a senior Conservative Central Office 
figure. 

Clark’s response to the ‘‘bongo-bongo”’ 
story was to insist that he had been set up. 
The leak, he claimed, was deliberately 
timed to coincide with an announcement of 
a pilot monitoring scheme agreed with 
black organisations in Liverpool. 

In fact, the last ’phone call made by 
Searchlight journalists researching the story 
was to the Department of Employment 
press office to ask if there was a starting 
date for the scheme. They were told 
categorically that there was not. 


MOORES THAN ENOUGH 


Last year Searchlight reported a 
number of instances where members 
of the Labour Party had made racist 
and anti-semitic remarks 
(Searchlight 110). One of those 
stories was about anti-Jewish abuse 
across the council chamber in 


Sheffield. Despite efforts by leading 


Labour Party councillors and 
officers, it seems that at least one 
leading party member continues to 
sound off in a manner more in 
keeping with fascist than with 
socialist ideology. 

George Moores is chairperson of the 
South Yorkshire police committee. In an 
interview with Ruskin College lecturer 


and author David Selbourne for New 
Society he is reported to have expressed 
the following view of Home Secretary 
Leon Brittan: ‘‘I do not know how to 
describe him, but if I did I would be 
accused of being a racist. There are too 
many of his ilk in Parliament’’. Asked 
what he meant by ‘‘his ilk’’, he went on 
to say: ‘‘It’s worth looking into that, 
even though quite a few of them are 
Labour. That shadow Home Secretary 
(Gerald Kaufman) for another, and he’s 
not pulling up any sods, is he?” 

Mr Moores has traditionally been well 
to the right of the Labour Party. One 
can only wonder where and when this 
style of political thinking, or the lack of 
it, will end. 





HIDING IN LONDON — FOUR 


MORE ITALIAN TERRORISTS? 





SOME of Italy’s most wanted right 
wing terrorists have recently been 
reported to be hiding in London. 
They include a founder member of 
Ordine Nuovo (New Order), 
involved in violent destabilisation 
campaigns since its formation in 
the late 1960s. 

The Italian Communist daily paper 
L’Unita has published a list of 76 neo- 
fascist terrorists which it says are now in 
hiding abroad. Hiding out in London, it 


says, are: 

@ Clemente Graziani, a founder of Ordine 
Nuovo; 

@ Pietro Carmassi, a leader of 
Avanguardia Nazionale (National 
Vanguard); 

@ Roberto Fiore, of the Armed 


Revolutionary Nucleii (NAR); 
@ Gabriele Adinolfi; 

@ Walter Sperdicato. 

Fiore, of course, is already known to be 
in Britain and three years ago faced 
extradition proceedings on charges which 
included attempted murder. He is still 
active as an adviser to the new National 
Front leadership. 

But Clemente Graziani is an altogether 
bigger fish — if, as L’Unita claims, he is 
actually in London. 

Ordine Nuovo, led intially by the MSI 
deputy and journalist Pino Rauti, was 
dissolved in 1973 and banned by the Italian 
authorities. It was found to have been 
trying to reconstruct the fascist party 
contrary to Italian law, and a number of 
terrorist attacks had been claimed in its 
name. As a gang of its members were led 
from the dock they gave nazi salutes. 

Declared illegal, much of 
organisation went underground, 


the 
and 


meron: 





.% 
Roberto Fiore — on wanted list. 
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although Rauti himself claims to have had 
nothing to do with it since, Graziani, 
another founder member, remained heavily 
involved. 

After the Bologna massacre of 1980, he 
figured second on the Italian police’s list of 
most wanted right wing terrorists. 

Now 58 years of age, he has been on the 
run since the early 1970s. 

So too has Pietro Carmassi, now in his 
late ’30s, and leader of Avanguardia 
Nazionale. Like Ordine Nuovo, this group 
was set up in the late 1960s and pledged 





itself unreservedly to political violence. Its 
founder, the notorious killer Stefano delle 
Chiaie, has also been a fugitive since the 
abortive ‘Borghese’ coup of 1970, in which 
he and his comrades played a leading role 
by occupying the Interior Ministry. Part of 
Carmassi’s exile is known to have been 
spent in Spain where he took part in a series 
of armed robberies. Delle Chiaie also 


passed time in Spain where at Montejura he 
was involved in the 1971 armed ambush on 
royalist rivals by supporters of the Carlist 
pretender to the Spanish throne. 





* te 


Clemente Graziani, founder of Ordine Nuovo, in earlier custody in Italy. 





Front fiasco in 
Leicester — and 
court case threat 
imminent 


ANOTHER fiasco for the National Front 
leadership. Despite a national call for their 
members to protest against a pro-Irish 
march in Leicester, they mustered less than 
150 stalwarts who were promptly ordered to 
go to Market Harborough for the day, thus 
negating the whole point of the activity. 
Even worse was to follow when a dozen 
British National Party members, led by 
local organiser John Peacock, upstaged 
them by holding a short protest before also 
being moved on by the police. They at least 


had the guts to try to kick their way into the 
local socialist club, albeit unsuccessfully. 

In the meantime the sword of Damocles, 
in the form of Ken Guichard’s highly 
winnable court action to recover his £2,000 
lent to the NF leaders, is now imminent. 
The NF’s vilification of their erstwhile 
comrade has done much to spur him on. 

From the Webster camp come further 
rumours of secret meetings of top nazis and 
ultra Tories and what the Spring will bring. 

Some rotten doubters in the NF think 
that Anderson and Co may be building up 
the print business (now situated at the 
Griffin homestead in Suffolk) and book 
shop as an alternative to real political work. 
Perhaps like McLaughlin, the former 
fiihrer of British Movement and now the 
proud owner of a number of businesses, 
their pockets are coming before their 
politics. 


Heartbreak Hotel 





The notorious Ferndale Hotel was the subject of one of the most 
turbulent meetings ever in the history of Camden Council's Race 
Relations Committee, with claims of council mismanagement in their 
dealings with this dubious establishment. 


The hotel, in London’s busy hotel district 
around Kings Cross and St Pancras railway 
stations, has earned a_ well-deserved 
reputation as a friendly home from home 
for British nazis as well as young nazi thugs 
from all over western Europe. In the last 
three years Searchlight has time and time 
again drawn attention to occupants of the 
hotel sallying forth to take part in attacks 
on blacks, Jews, anti-fascists and property 
in the surrounding areas. These activities 
have led to arrests, and in at least one case, 
the deportation of a young German nazi. 

A regular at the hotel is Ian Stuart, a 
member of the National Front Directorate 
and leader of the Front’s instant response 
unit, i.e. the boot boys. A typical example 
of his leadership was his statement at the 
NF’s last AGM: ‘‘When Patrick 
(Harrington) has finished his course (at 
North London Polytechnic), we will go 
down there and annihilate that filth’’. In his 
spare time he pursues more cultured 
activities as the lead singer of the Front’s 
own band, Skrewdriver. 






Se 


lan Stuart — genetic purity? 


Although hotel owner Maurice Castles 
claims that Stuart is not a resident, he 
appears to have enough sway to have been 
allowed to invite a West German film crew 


into the hotel in the summer of 1983 to film 
him for a documentary about the British 
right. In the film Stuart played the poor 
white working class rebel, although he is in 
fact the son of a wealthy Blackpool factory- 
owning family. The interview was full of 
racist and anti-semitic sentiments and the 
walls of his hotel room were seen to be 
covered with nazi posters. 


Castles, who has a conviction for 
supplying guns used in armed robberies, has 
himself been seen on the streets on summer 
days sporting a tee-shirt with nazi slogans 
on it. 

Not only had the council done nothing 
about the hotel until very recently, but it 
had even placed homeless families there, 
including at least one black family. 

The meeting of the Race Relations 
Committee opened with the chairperson, 
Cllr Bob Latham, reading out an apology 
to councillors and a delegation of homeless 
Asians for his action in calling the police to 
remove the Asians when they had lobbied 
the council last year. The apology cut little 
ice, and a motion of no confidence in the 
chair was passed by ten votes to eight. 
Clearly, a token apology to people who had 
seen some of their children burned to death 
in a fire at a run down hostel, where the 
council had placed them, was not good 


enough. 
Later in the meeting people told of black 
families placed in local hotels being 


subjected to all kinds of abuse, both verbal 
and physical, such as being told ‘‘niggers 
aren’t allowed in the TV room and 
kitchen’’. The council undertook to move 
the families at once. 

A large deputation from the Kings Cross 
Women’s Centre handed out documents to 
the meeting, which revealed an ever 
increasing list of attacks on them, seen to 
emanate from the Ferndale Hotel. In the 
last few months there have been two break- 
ins at the Women’s Centre and people 
wearing NF badges have turned up at the 
door demanding money. Obscene and racist 
phone calls have been made at all hours, 
windows have been broken and nazi slogans 
daubed on the building, which happens to 
be only a few yards from the Ferndale 
Hotel. 

At Christmas, women were padlocked 
inside the buiiding, while a large crowd of 
racists jeered through the windows at them. 
The centre houses not only black and white 
women, but also young children and 
disabled people. Clearly this is a fitting 
target for these nazi heroes. 

The Council were able to promise that 
action was under way against the hotel, as it 


was in breach of a number of hotel 
regulations. For one thing, it is badly 
overcrowded. It is supposed to have 45 
beds, but a recent council inspection found 
70. Because of this there are insufficient 
bathing and toilet facilities. The kitchens 
too are not up to scratch. Perhaps the 
council should also consider fumigating this 
nazi rat hole. 

Following the Race Relations Committee 
meeting, Castles told the local paper that he 
was a concerned citizen who had discussed 
the problems of prostitution in the area 
with the police and local Labour MP Frank 
Dobson. If this is true, both the police and 
Dobson should have more sense than to 
give the time of day to this convicted nazi 
villain. 


Unlawful killing verdict on 
dead Jewish couple 


Me 


The Sedlers’ burnt out home. 


Nearly two years after the murder of 
Jack and Pearl Sedler during an arson 
attack on their home in Enfield, police 
have not found the killer, Hornsey 
Coroners’ Court heard, before bringing 
a verdict of unlawful killing. Despite 
voluminous evidence to show that anti- 
semites and racists were highly active in 
the area, police still claim that the deaths 
were the result of a prank and not 
politically motivated. 

In Spring 1983 Searchlight called for 
the intervention of the Anti-Terrorist 
Squad to solve the killings. As with the 
Khan case and numerous other racist 
killings, the authorities appear not 
prepared to use the proper police units 
to tackle the job (see Searchlight 95). 
The Sedlers were in their eighties and 
had been prominent in Jewish 
community work and politics during 
most of their lives. 





LAST FLIGHT 
OF THE ANGEL 


OF DEATH? 





As the anniversary of the end of 
the war in Europe draws near, 
demands are increasing for a 
number of leading war criminals, 
who have so far escaped justice, to 
be tracked down and arrested. 


POLAND 


Dr Josef Mengele is the most emotive figure 
of those sought, because of his links with 
the death camp at Auschwitz and his 
hideous experiments on children. 
Newspapers and television stations around 
the world have given wide coverage to the 
trek by camp survivors wearing yellow stars 
through the freezing Polish winter between 
the camps of Birkenau and Auschwitz to 
commemorate their murdered and tortured 
fellow victims (see Searchlight 113 and 115). 
Their liberators, soldiers from the Red 
Army, joined them at the service. 

The West German Government has 
increased the reward offered many years 
ago for Mengele from 25,000 to one million 
marks, while the leading nazi hunters, 
Simon Wiesenthal and the Klarsfields have 
increased public and political pressure on 
the Paraguayan Government to help find 
Mengele. But informed observers still think 
that Mengele could be travelling on a false 
West German passport. Rumours abound 
that he has visited his wife, now living in 
Italy, and reports that sections of the 
American Government have refused to 
declassify files pertaining to Mengele’s post 
war activities have led to speculation about 
just how much the Americans know about 
the man and his whereabouts. 





Klaus Barbie. 





Josef Mengele as young SS doctor. 


UNITED STATES 


The reports have been given additional 
force by two documents in the hands of 
people hunting the doctor. The first, from a 
United States agent operating in Vienna 
and dated 26 April 1947, says that Dr 
Mengele had been arrested in the US zone 
of Germany and questioned about the 
transportation of some twenty children to 
Auschwitz. 

At this point the trail goes cold because 
other documents have not been released. 
The second document is a report in June 
1964 that a man using the name Joseph 
Menke had applied for a Canadian visa in 
Buenos Aires and that this man had been 
identified by a US agent, Major 
MacCharen Jr., as Josef Mengele of 
Auschwitz. Again the trail goes cold and 
there is no indication whatsoever that the 
US Government had tried to trace Mengele 
or asked the Canadian authorities to assist 
them in finding the wanted war criminal. It 
is now strongly suggested that Mengele 
stayed in Europe until as late as 1949 before 
fleeing to Brazil and later to Paraguay. But 
now, claims of an American connection 
look more and more likely. 


ISRAEL 


At the end of January 1985 a number of the 
surviving victims of Mengele’s barbaric 
camp regime gathered in Jerusalem to 
demand justice for their dead families and 
friends. Gideon Hausner, the man who led 
the Israeli prosecution of Adolf Eichman, 
sat with other leading jurists to hear 
evidence from the survivors of the medical 
block at Auschwitz and the sadistic 
experiments carried out by Mengele and his 
staff. 


GERMANY 


In Guenzburg in Bavaria, the birthplace of 
Mengele and the centre of his family’s ever 
increasing industrial fortune, Dr Tuviah 
Friedman led a demonstration to demand 
action against Mengele. During a visit to 
Bonn he demanded that the West German 
government take up the issue in the most 
forceful terms when Paraguay’s long 
running dictator, Alfredo Stroessner visits 
West Germany later this year. 


The US, Canadian and _ Israeli 
Governments have agreed to step up the 
search for Josef Mengele. The US 
authorities have started to examine their 
records for any trace of him, and the 
Canadians have offered to do the same. 

Israel has appointed a special unit, drawn 
from police, intelligence and researchers of 
the holocaust, to take active steps to track 
down the fugitive doctor. 


FRANCE 


The trial in Lyons of Klaus Barbie now 
appears likely to start at the end of this 
year. The Klarsfelds, Beate and Serge, who 
tracked him down and forced his return to 
France from Bolivia, say they had 
considered killing him if all political 
channels had been closed to them. They say 
that they are still considering whether to 
arrange the assassination of Alois Brunner, 
who is still alive and active in Damascus, 
despite attempts by various Governments to 
force his return to Europe. As the second in 
command to Adolf Eichman, he is a much 
bigger fish than Barbie (see Searchlight 
114). 


EURO-MPs | 
INVESTIGATE 
FASCISTS’ RISE 


A COMMITTEE of Eoquiry set up / 
by the European Parliament to 
investigate the growth of fascism 
and racism in Western Europe has 
| aroused the anger of Euro-Right | 

leader Jean hole Le Pen. 


bees — 


ee the ‘Tepiesentation’ ‘rules o} — 
Parliament. ‘But Le Pen ee ordere his. 


- The fascists’ statutory representa ion 
on the heavily conservative enquiry has 
persuaded many potential witnesses not 
to become involved. As a result, | 
Socialist Group MPs are now to produce 
their own minority er : 





LETTERS 


Racism Awareness Training 


Dear Searchlight, 

The article ‘Racism Awareness Training — The 
Emperor's New Clothes’ although pinpointing 
failings was a sad departure from your usual high 
level of journalism. To use one course to typify a 
range of methods was at best meaningless and 
arguably the worst form of stereotyping 
disguised as an attempt to find out ‘“exactly what 
was going on.” 

Reductionist theories about finding out about 
racism and its ‘effects for black people...” 
(What about white people?) ‘’... in Britain 
today and how it might be combated’’ treat 
those who oppress as though they are clockwork 
robots wound up by a mechanism which exists in 
‘the system’. Whites do not oppress blacks — it 
is the system composed of the logic and laws of 
historical development which force them to do 
so. 

However what is the reality? When a middle- 
class teacher — usually white — makes a 
derogatory statement to a colleague — also 
white — about a pupil who is black and that 
statement is racist then that remark is not 
rhetoric — it is made by one REAL person to 
another about a third. . . 

Raeism has many facets and a history of 
resistance. Constructive criticism to make 
training a part of institutional change would be 
far more positive rather than cynical and glib 
comments designed to undermine specific 
attempts to institute anti-racist practice. To 
conclude that RAT — as a whole — is about 
conversion does not address any real issues and 
makes a mockery of any anti-racist strategies 
which do fit your stereotypes of what they 
should be. 


M. Gunning 
London E11 





Dear Searchlight, 

| read your two pieces on RAT in the January 
and February issues of Search/ight with interest, 
and felt | had to write and express my relief at 
seeing them. 

The articles made me realise that an alternative 
to RAT did exist. They outlined the limitations of 
the training, but it also importantly analysed 
(dissected) the political use RAT has been put to 
in diffusing working class and black struggle. 

Asa black person, | feel that people who make 
money and reputation (however dubious) on the 
backs of black people should be exposed for the 
phoneys they are. 

Yours sincerely 
Thoko Zulu 
London SE15 


Dear Searchlight, 

| would like to congratulate CARF for exposing 
Racism Awareness Training (RAT) in the 
January/February issues of Searchlight. 

For too long it has masqueraded as a genuine 
attempt to fight racism and many good anti- 
racists have been ‘taken in’ by its superficial 
appeal. 


Yours faithfully 
M. Asghar 
Southall 


Dear Searchlight, 

CARF’s analysis in the January and February 
issues of Searchlight of the new fad of Racism 
Awareness Training was both timely and to the 
point. RAT, with its emphasis on psychological 
technique, and American style group therapy, is 
increasingly gaining in popularity amongst local 
authorities, who, under pressure to act against 


racism and implement anti-racist strategies, 
evade their responsibilities by turning to RAT 
instead. And as CARF implies, if the pillars of the 
racist state — police, prison warders, 
immigration officers etc. — are being 
compulsorily sent on RAT courses, surely we 
must seriously question its political validity. 

What is of most immediate concern is the 
increasing number of black professionals who 
are coming to make a living out of RAT, which is 
tantamount to making money on the backs of 
black and anti-racist struggle. It is an insult to 
these struggles to imply that anti-racism can be 
sold, as though it were a commodity, in a neat, 
convenient, three day package. And when we, 
as black people, criticise these professionals, 
they presume to tell us that we are siding with 
the whites. If we allow ourselves to be taken in 
by RAT, then we will be marching backwards. 

In the final analysis, whatever the theoretical 
arguments against RAT, we must not allow it to 
deflect us from the real task of organising in the 
community — against deportations, racist 
attack, police harassment, etc. These are the rea/ 
struggles against racism, and not the illusory 
ones that RAT pretends to provide. 


Yours sincerely, 
Unmesh Desai 
London E7 


Dear Searchlight, 

As someone who recently attended a Racism 
Awareness Training course | should like to 
support and endorse the sentiments and analysis 
presented by the Campaign Against Racism and 
Facism on RAT, in the January and February 
issues of Searchlight. 

As the articles point out, RAT has 
appropriated all the language of anti-racism. It 
can therefore appeal to many people who 
genuinely want to develop an anti-racist practice 
but who, in the absence of a mass anti-racist 
movement, are at a loss to know what they can 
do. RAT appears to speak to such a dilemma, 
but what does it actually offer? 

Like the authors of the CARF pieces, | was 
struck by the emptiness of what we were 
presented with, an emptiness which was dressed 
up in mystique. The only hints of action which 
were suggested were intervening when racist 
remarks were made and implementing equal 
opportunity policies in our work places. Not once 
during the weekend course | attended was the 
content of what we did at work raised. No one 
asked how this might be racist or how it could 
become anti-racist. Everything was reduced 
either to the immediately personal or to 
employment practices. There was, as the CARF 
articles say, no sense of a wider struggle ‘out 
there’ against racism in which we might find a 
part to play. 

Anti-racists are right to criticise RAT, but we 
have to go further. We also have to begin to 
show what anti-racist practice actually involves 
and provide examples which people can follow. 
Perhaps this is something which CARF could do 
in the forthcoming months. 

Yours sincerely, 
Martin Beck 
London N1 





Dear Searchlight, 
Chris Silvester worked for us on contract and left 
at the end of it. His exit from Diverse was, 
therefore, not sudden but entirely predictable. It 
seems very unfair to suggest more. | have never 
heard the nickname ‘‘Harpic”’ and had heard no 
ill reports of him at Conservative Central Office. 
| am not aware that our ‘Diverse Reports” 
that you refer to has been discredited. 


Yours faithfully, 
David Graham 
Executive Producer. 


The Fields of Charity and_ Sin, 
Reflections on combating racism in the 
Church of England, Kenneth Leech 
(BSR, Church House, Deans Yard, 
London SW1, 35p). 


Ken Leech has been ploughing a lonely 
furrow as the Church of England’s 
first and only Race Relations Field 
Officer, a post created in 1980 to 
‘‘assist in the work of adult education 
in the sphere of race relations’’. In 
Fields of Charity and Sin he asks what 
and where is the field — ‘‘Is it the 
world, the nation, the church or 
various sub-divisions of each?’ 

He outlines three models he could 
operate on. To promote racial justice in the 
world, to support and educate the Christian 
community and to confront racism in the 
structures of the church itself. The church, 
traditionally, is more at home with the first 
two than the third which involves 
‘institutional repentance and change’. Not 
surprisingly it is that model which is not 
even envisaged in his job description and 
accountabilities issued by his boss, the 
Board of Social Responsibility. 

Whilst he has made some progress in the 
encouragement of black vocations 
particularly developing links between inner 
city churches and suburban churches ‘‘the 
vital process of confronting racism, often 
unconscious or unacknowledged, in church 
structures and attitudes has hardly begun’’. 
Little impact has been made on Church 
House (the CofE admin HQ) and even less 
on the sources of financial power. The 
Central Board of Finance and the Church 
Commissioners still bank with Barclays. 
Black Anglicans, on the whole, are ignored, 
and Ken Leech sees a steady drift to black- 
led and independent churches. 

He sees some value in race awareness 
programmes but notes the criticism of them 
being the ‘deodorant’ approach to racism, 
reducing racism to ‘“‘inter-personal relations 
and to assume that ‘consciousness-raising’ 
can occur without fundamental changes in 
the area of power’’. Churches which are 
taking up racism as a serious issue tend to 
fall into this trap thinking that race 
awareness courses somehow absolve them 
of the sin. 

But then the problem ‘‘may not be that 
people don’t understand but that they do’’, 
as Jeremy Hawthorn and Judy Robinson 
write in the appendix. 

Whether the Church of England will 
challenge state racism in view of its lack of 
dealing with its own institutionalised racism 
is an open question. 


Jon Whitfield 


Thursday ‘night on “the _ 
channel. 

“Vou want ler control, 
Murshid,” Gill said after Kumar Murshid 
of the Federation of Bangladeshi Y: 
Organisations, based in Tower Hamlets, 
East London, commented that ‘‘if 


programme makers can’t co-operate with 


us on the ground then. they shoulda’ be 
here. 7 


That is the nub of the TV Bye row; 


_televison crews coming into local 
communities and feeding | parasitically off 
the “local story’. 


in the position of providing the latest twist 
in the story,” said Gill. “We were 
instrumental in informing tenants that they 
were to be sued — next thing we knew was 
that a meeting was happening and we were 
invited’’. 


‘Twist’ is the operative word. What aa 
Eye did was to ‘set up’ a meeting of tenants 


on the Stifford and Exmouth Estate in 
Tower Hamlets through a researcher, Frank 
Simmons, knocking on doors in Clark 
Street, an area where most of the tenants 
live who are signatories to a petition to the 


GLC headed ‘Petition against moving 


Asian families onto Clark Street’ (actually 


omitted from the programme graphic). 


Simmons was attempting to identify people 
who held racist views. But not only were the 
tenants unaware of the impending action 
against them by the CRE until told by him, 
they were offered encouragement, being 
unwilling to be interviewed singly, to get 
_ together. The result was to give them 
increased confidence to express their 
obnoxious views and encourage 
intimidation towards potential Asian 
tenants in the area. 


Exposed 


At the meeting on 8 J anuary, filmed by Tv 
Eye, was Ralph Harrison, accompanied by 


three cronies, exposed in last month's 


Searchlight as having strong backing from 


This week, racism in . 
London’s East End; next week, glue 
sniffing in Glasgow. ‘We found ourselves 


Mr 


a ee * petition, Cera 
eine (i February) re che 


Relations Act and it was absolutel 
take legal steps to ‘Drevent u 


0 give them a flat_ne 
Il’s to carry this out, des 
apis had alread 


inducement to discriminate’’. 


up their theme of* is ‘ce 
answer?’ there is no me 
man is they filmed pres 
the McDonnell familiy 
racist behaviour (who 


Asian families accordin oC 


Committee). 
It took the 1 al pap 
Recorder, after Searchlight, t 


/ man as Steve Brady, a leading 


veteran fascist Lady Birdwood. ‘He is ¢ 


neither a local tenant, coming from the 
_ Brick Lane area more thana mile away, nor 
a council tenant. He did not appear in the 

_ film yet played a leading part in the meeting - 
according to eyewitnesses, stirring up the 
tenants to nn the CRE and the GLC and _ 


beano at Diksmuid 
_ Amongst the ma 
both the: Programe a 

















d vision 


a ee ia es ee de 


and individuals to get an injunction in the 


High Court to stop the programme. — 

Mr Justice Woolf declined the injunction 
only three hours before transmission, but 
did extract an undertaking from Thames 
that producer Linda McDougall and her 
colleagues would reconsider those parts of 
the programme which identified Mr Miah 
and his family with a view to excising them, 
or rendering them so they could not be 
identified. The programme that went out 
clearly showed the family and the location 
of their flat. 

On Right to Reply, on 25 January on 
Channel 4, Peter Gill stated that as a result 
of TV Eye's efforts the family had been 
rehoused in a safe area of their choice. But 
not before the programme as they had 
promised. From investigations, it is clear 
TV Eye have had no contact with the 
Borough Council. The Borough’s Housing 
Director has confirmed this. The family 
have been rehoused through several 
month’s pressure by CAPA and the church 
social worker. 

Such was Ms Ghose’s concern that she 
visited the family at 11.30pm after the 
broadcast on 17 January and after asking 
Mr Miah whether the family was alright she 
proceeded to question him as to why he had 
gone to court to try to stop the programme 
and who put him up to it. 


Gill also criticised the Bishop of Stepney, 
present in the studio ‘‘and others like you’ 
for not highlighting the ‘‘underlying social 
consequences of race (sic)’’ which ‘‘should 


be examined’. Unfortunately, 7V Eye 
failed to show or discuss anything of bad 
housing, high rates of unemployment or 
any other aspect of poverty or social 
conditions in East London. They even 
failed to ask the simple question — who did 
daub 84 Clark Street with ‘no Paki’ slogans 
and nail pigs trotters to the door? Did they 
come from outside the area or from the 
estate? 

During the programme, the reporter says 
‘‘many of the incidents on their own are 
minor, but community workers point out 
their cumulative effects’. These effects — 


creating a climate in which much more © 


serious attacks, involving injury and death 
can and do occur — are not mentioned and 
neither are the community workers called 
upon to explain what they believe at all. An 
analysis of the programme shows that only 
about ten per cent (161 seconds) of the 
show’s 26/2 minutes was given over to 
those speaking in favour of legal action 
against racist behaviour. 


But because of the line of questioning, 


even this is concerned with the legal aspects 


4 fanatical Fasetat : 
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Many. TV journalists start out ‘in the print’. | 


| Is that where some of them pick up bad 
| habits? For instance, how did the newspapers 


react to the news of the Searchlight exclusive 
expose of Fairplay’s Ralph Harrison’s link 
with Lady Jane Birdwood and Joy Page? 
e@Robert Hutchins, East London 
Advertiser editor for more than 14 years 
responded: ‘‘No, we don’t want this sort of 
thing ... why shouldn’t he have political 
affiliations ... they say he’s a racist, well 
he’s entitled to say what he wants (even if it 
breaks the Race Relations Act?) . . . he might 
just as well be a member of the Young 





|, Communist League or Militant as far as I’m 


concerned’’. When was the last time the 
Advertiser gave such uncrtical and extensive 


__ coverage to Militant, then? 


Front page exposure by Newton Recorder of 


Brady’s presence at McDonnell-NF seme 
not mentioned by 7V Eye. _ 


with no room for any explicit 


condemnation of that behaviour. And _ 


although some 30 per cent of the broadcast 


is used to let victims of racism speak about _ 
their experiences, they are not allowed to 
state their opinions about what they have 


suffered save for a short time (19 seconds) 
when a previous Asian neighbour of the 
McDonnells 
agreement with their eviction. 

In effect, 7V Eye portrayed people as 
passive victims and did not report the 


resistance to racism which is being waged by 
the local black community and others. 


There was no restriction placed 


McDonnell family’s overtly racist opi ions 


(‘‘I hate the Pakis, they should go | 
“this is Our country, we come ‘first””) 


without contradiction or qualification by 
the reporter. A convicted racist attacker, 
Mark Stanley, is shown as a loving father 


and allowed to explain and excuse his 


actions in attacking Mr Hanif Ali with a | 
metal-studded plank — Mr a s a. is not 


given. 


harassment has continued unabated. In 
Newham, NE youths — pee _ 


chanting obscenities and aa sloga 
giving Hitler salutes. Cllr Anne 
injured in the shoulder when ; 
one of the nazi thugs. Fred Jon 
the Housing Committee responsi 
eviction decision on the 

has been _ ee asp 


police watch, 
(The TV Eye film ma 
tucked up in bed in so 


_ the case of Ms Ghose a « 
: village near Chesham in Bi 
Dee that rattles the windc 


in Newham states ee 


Since the programme, racist attacks and . 


Mr Hutchins was not concerned that his 
reporter Ken Hayes (well known East End 


| sleuth) had failed to reveal in his report of the 


tenants meeting filmed by TV Eye that Ralph 
Harrison was present, nor that his paper had 
given an uncritical platform to racists. 

In fact, Mr Hutchins never has been \ ery 
‘concerned’. Ten years ago when a reporter 
asked him why pictures and stories featuring 


| black people rarely appeared in the paper, he 


replied ‘‘we don’t want pictures of coloured 
people (sic) it puts off the readers. They’re 
only a small part of our readership and, 
anyway, they never get in touch with us’’. 
Hardly surprising if it were true! A check 
through recent editions not unsurprisingly 
reveals that it is still apparently his policy | 
with one edition having only one picture (and 
then one person in a group of white people) 
and in other editions one or two pictures out 
of an average of 30. 

@ One national paper reporter said it was 


| too much to try to write up the TV Eye affair: 
| ‘We would have to get the community 


groups’ side and then 7V Eye’s side and it 
would end up in thousands of words, far too 
long’. Wasn’t there a racist attack or 
daubing since the film was shown which 
could be attributed to its effect? That was the 
only way they could do a follow up. 

e@ Another national paper wouldn’t touch 
it. The reporter who usually does that sort of 
thing apparently, was busy covering the 
Ponting trial. Oh well, the racist attacks will 
just have to wait. 

@Another local paper took the 
information but the reporter needed 
‘evidence’. Would he believe the transcript of 
a phone call? Or of a pub conversation? No, 
no, more ‘evidence’. Anyway, he said, you 
can’t go around calling people racist 
particularly if they had a conviction for it. Oh 
no??,. 

@A radio reporter felt sorry for the 
tenants who said that if a brick was aimed at 
the window of 84 Clark Street (the daubed 
flat) and missed, it could hit number 86 and 
the construction of the flats might confuse 
the dreaded brick hurler. It did not occur to 
him to ask whether the brick hurlers came 
from outside or inside the estate, and whether 
tenants would have been out seeing any brick 
hurler, or whoever, off, depending on the 


/ colour of skin and nationality of the intended 
| victims. Back went the radio reporter to ask 


the proper questions . . . 
And so it goes on with the media. When 


_ will reporters begin to cover racism seriously, 
_ extensively and think out their attitudes and 


arguments? And stick around after the ‘good 
copy crisis’ continuing to monitor and cover 
racist attacks and harassment, and, as the 


| Newham Recorder did, dig long and hard 
_ into the background, and the perpetrators. | 


We have some way to go on this one. . . 





NOW DENY IT 


WE'VE said it. They've denied it. But here’s 
the proof. The National Front /s committed 
to terrorism. Perhaps their Leeds branch 
which publishes ew Order is just a little 
more honest than the Pawsons Road 
poseurs. 


NEW 


MEMBERS ONLY! 


Voice of Leeds Nr. Number 24. 


TO THE FEW OF 
STILLWILLING T0 GET 
OUR HANDS DIRTY. 


POLITICAL 
TERROR 





* * * 
INTELLECTUAL DWARFS 


IF NF student organiser Pat Harrington ever 
gets tired of studying philosophy he might 
do well to switch his intellectual energies to 
a subject which could bestow upon him 
some passing knowledge of the world 
outside Pawsons Road, Croydon. 

Last month he told the Daily Express: “If | 
find difficulty in receiving an education in 
this country because of my political views | 
might go to another country where people 
are less fussy. It would have to be English- 
speaking — South Africa or the United 
States”. 

Well, quite apart from the minor fact that 
the first language in South Africa is 
Afrikaans, he may just find that these two 
particular countries are rather more fussy 
than he imagines when it comes to dealing 
with him or his less than savoury ilk. 

His nazi politics would almost certainly 
exclude him from South Africa, where, 
despite its Apartheid policy, the regime has 
shown itself loathe to indulge fascists from 
foreign shores. Many have been locked up 
or booted out. 

And the US would certainly look askance 
at his criminal record which would normally 
be more than enough to bar him from living 
in that country. Seems we're stuck with 
him, doesn’t it? 

AND talking of the devil, poor Ken 
Guichard, the hate filled old NF hoaxer who 
has been victim to some pretty low grade 
dirty tricks from Harrington and his friend 
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MONDAY Clubber Nicholas O’Connor 
(right) is seen here enjoying a cosy chat with 
far right Tory MP Harvey Proctor at the 
Club’s reception during last September's 
Conservative Conference. The picture 
appeared recently in the party’s own 
newspaper Conservative Newsline. 

But perhaps Proctor should be a little 
more choosy about his drinking 
companions. O'Connor, you see, is the very 
same former FCS chairperson at North 
London Poly who wrote to the Poly Union 
President in 1981 informing him that FCS 
would no longer require a grant, as they 
were setting up a British Movement branch 
on the campus. Readers will know, of 
course, that the (now demised) British 
Movement was a hardline nazi organisation, 
which boasted its admiration for Hitler, 
enjoyed a reputation for racist violence, 





murder, arson and arms offences, and 
whose publications were rabidly anti- 
semitic and anti-black. 

Mr O’Connor is now a member of the 
rather more respectable Epping Forest 
Young Conservatives, who were no doubt 
wholly unaware of his youthful adventures. 
Until now. 

On the other hand, there is some evidence 
that Proctor /s becoming a little more fussy 
about whom he is publicly associated with. 
He has joined calls for the expulsion from 
the Monday Club of its Cambridge 
University branch member Barry Aylisse. 
He was thoughtless enough to stand beside 
Proctor in a Cambridge Union debate last 
November, and describe black people as 
“aesthetically obnoxious”. Protor’s shaking 
head was observed sinking slowly into his 
hands. 


Ea 


Nick Barrett as Websterites fight 
Strasserites for control of the Front, has 
been on the receiving end yet again. 

Young fronters not exactly well disposed 
towards him have been distributing the 
following leaflet, accusing him of anti- 
semitic vandalism, to houses and cars in the 
very neighbourhood where he lives. We are 
not convinced that they are motivated by a 
particularly strong desire to combat anti-- 
Jewish prejudice. 


KEN GUICHARD DEFACED THE 
JEWISH HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL It 


HYDE PARK - GUICHARD LIVES AT 


eae 
PHONE HIM ON 01-373 a 


OR 





% * * 
MANY A TRUE WORD... 


WHAT point superfluous comment when 
she says it all herself? Mrs Thatcher 
comparing unemployment in Britain with 
that in France and Germany on 7V Eye 
recently: ‘We don’t have conscription. They 
do — 15 to 18 years of it. Germany was able 


to send back quite a lot of her immigrants. 
Ours are British citizens, so they have a 
problem too”. 

They certainly do — and it is to be found 
not a million miles from Number 10. 


... BUT THEY’RE NOT 
JOKING 


IN THE same vien, interesting views from 
Lambeth’s Councillor Pugh, who com- 
plained recently about the amount of 
money being spent by the council erasing 
racist graffiti around the borough. ‘There 
are thousands of pounds being spent 
removing racist graffiti’ he declared, ‘‘not 
obscene graffiti, racist graffiti’. 
Mr Pugh is a Conservative councillor. 


* % * 


UNDERSTATEMENT OF THE 
YEAR 


“TO tell the truth, | don’t think dad is too 
keen to go back there. He served in the 
German army before he was captured and 
interned at Dalkeith.’’ Iwan Tukale, 
Scotland’s new rugby cap at wing three 
quarters, explaining why neither he nor his 
Ukrainian father want to visit Russia. 
(Guardian 23.1.85.) 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 





AUSTRIA 





War criminal 
greeted by minister 


Demands have been voiced for the 
resignation of Austria’s Defence 
Minister after he welcomed home war 
criminal Walter Reder following 
Reder’s release from an Italian jail. 

Reder, 69, is a former SS major 
sentenced to life imprisonment after being 
found responsible for the death of 600 of 
the 1,830 civilians massacred by his troops 
near Bologna in 1944 following partisan 
attacks. 

Local inhabitants had voted in a 
referendum in December that Reder should 
serve his full term but the Italian 
government decided to release him for 
humanitarian reasons. Following his 
greeting by Defence Minister Friedhelm 
Frischlenschlager of the right-wing 
Freedom Party, the other main parties 
called for the Minister’s resignation. He 
refused, and the government narrowly 
survived a vote of confidence in the 
Austrian Parliament after he was forced to 
apologise. 


CANADA 


Anti-semitism trial 


The trial is continuing of anti-semitic 
publisher Ernst Zundel, charged with 
‘‘publishing a falsehood likely to harm 
social or racial tolerance’’. 

Through his Samisdat Books, Zundel is 
one of the main international distributors 
of neo-nazi material, and he has been 
charged with circulating two _ specific 
publications: Richard Harwood’s Did Six 
Million Really Die?, which denies the 
occurrence of the Holocaust, and The 
West, War and Islam which alleges the 
existence of a conspiracy of Zionists and 
Freemasons for world domination. 

Zundel’s lawyer has been unsuccessful in 
getting Jews and Freemasons excluded from 
the jury. Zundel is being advised by fellow 
‘revisionist’? Robert Faurisson, a French 
academic convicted in 1981 of racial 
defamation and distortion of history. 

Another convicted racist, the Swedish 
writer Dietleib Felderer, was removed from 
the court for distributing leaflets. 





Walter Reder as major. 





ITALY 


Bomb trial begins 


THE third trial over the famous 
bombing in 1969 of Milan’s 
Agricultural Bank by fascists has 


begun in Bari. 

Following testimony from a group of 
NAR (Armed Revolutionary Nucleii) 
terrorists who have decided to co-operate 
with the police, charges have been brought 
against three well known terrorists of the 
early 1970s period. The NAR claim that 
whilst they were in prison Franco Freda 
admitted to organising the massacre telling 
them that his comrade Massimiliano 
Fachini planted the bomb at the bank. Nine 
people died in what was a straightforward 
attempt to provoke a left-wing reaction and 
encourage a military coup as a result. 

Freda, already serving a sentence for 
terrorist offences, now denies any 
admission of the sort, but he, Fachini and 
Stefano delle Chiaie (thought to be hiding 
in South America) have been charged. 
Evidence presented to the court also heavily 
implicates senior right wing officers of the 
secret services in the plot. 

The NAR activists co-operating with the 
police are Aldo Tisei, Sergio Latini, Sergio 
Calore, Angelo Izzo, Paulo Bianchi, 
Valerio Fioravanti, and Paulo Aleandri. 


NAR violence 


THE fascist NAR are believed to have been 
behind the murder of another policeman in 





Rome recently. 

So far, there has been no claim of 
responsibility for the killing of officer 
Ottavio Conte, but police say his murder 
bears all the hallmarks of an NAR 
assassination. 


Police close in on 
fascists 


THE police dragnet which followed Italy’s 
latest terror attack — the bombing of the 
Naples-Milan train on 23 December — led 
to three fascists being arrested in 
connection with a series of earlier train 
attacks. 

Mauro Tomei, Claudio Pera and 
Umberto Menesini are thought to have been 
involved in three attacks on the Rome- 
Florence line in 1971, 1975 and 1978, and 
are said to have been in contact with Mario 
Tuti in whose ‘honour’ Bologna station was 
bombed in 1980. 

More than thirty other fascists have been 
raided by police investigating the Christmas 
attack. 


FN’s new battle cry 


Events in New Caledonia have 
furnished the Front National with a 
new battle cry to whip up support in 
France. Using the crisis to set up front 
‘support French New Caledonia’ 
groups, they have been able to gain 
support from a broad spectrum of the 
traditional right, particularly in the 
south. 

These support groups are also organised 
by ex-OAS pieds-noires (repatriated French 
North Africans, who also form the bulk of 
the white French New Caledonian 
population). 

A recent demonstration in Nice drew 
support from the RPR, UDF, parachutists 
ACUF (Indo-China veterans) and many 
other groups. 

In New Caledonia itself, as we reported 
last month, the FN envisaged a 
deterioration of events, and sent over a 
team of trained paramilitary activists. In 
recent weeks they have been busy 
establishing a firm base, working among 
the extremist elements of the white 
‘Caldoche’ population. It’s known that the 
hard core pro-French population do not 
rule out a military solution with a 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


declaration of UDI and the setting up of an 
independent state, ruled by the far right 
white population 





@ In the Cantonale election campaign, the 
FN has been holding scores of meetings and 
rallies for what they see as an important test 
of their popularity and electoral machine. 
Although contrary to official national 
policy, agreements have been made in some 
places with the opposition RPR and other 
groups to field a single right-wing 
candidate. The elections are due to be held 
this month. 


@ An organisation set up to defend public 
moral standards, L’AGRIF, which tried to 
get Jean Luc Godard’s new film depicting a 
virgin birth banned, is led by none other 
than Romain Marie, a well known figure on 
the far right and member of the Front 
National. 


@ With an important section of its support 
coming from the working class, the FN has 
been setting up committees to offer advice 
and services to the unemployed. 


e@After having been re-legalised due to 
legal faults in the banning trial, the neo-nazi 
group FANE has once again been banned 
after the complaints were rectified. 


WEST GERMANY 





Neo-nazis jailed 


Michael Kuehnen, 29-year-old leader 
of the banned Action Front of 
National Socialists/National Activists, 
has been imprisoned for three years 
and four months for distributing illegal 
propaganda. 

Fellow-nazi Arndt Heinz Marx, 27, was 
sentenced to two years and six months, a 
judgment which extended by three months 
a previous sentence for the beating of an ex- 
member. Kuehnen, in his final statement to 
the court, warned that if rebuilding of a 
German Nazi party remained illegal others 
would turn to terrorism. 





Michael Kuehnen. 
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THE leader of the ultra-rightist 
John Birch Society, Robert Welch, 
has died in Winchester, 
Massachussetts, at the age of 85. 
Founded in 1958, the Society 
recruited a supposed 100,000 
members in the 1960s, and while it 
became less important in later years, 
its anti-communist, anti-big- 
government message continued to 
be an influence on the fringes of the 
American New Right. 

Named after an American intelligence 
officer killed by Chinese communists 
shortiy after the end of the Second 
World War, the Society was best-known 
for the allegation in an early edition of 
Weich’s book The Politician that 
President Eisenhower was a ‘‘dedicated 
conscious agent of the communist 
conspiracy’’. 

Scorning neo-nazism and periodically 
purging anti-semitic members, the 


In West Berlin, the local branch of the 
Green Party has been ordered to dissolve by 


the party’s national executive after 
allegations of neo-nazi infiltration. 
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Arndt Heinz Marx. 





AUSTRALIA 


Racist activity 


A long-established organisation to 
sponsor the immigration of young 
Britons into Australia has generated 
controversy by producing car stickers 
attacking government immigration 
policy. 

In a letter distributed with the sticker, the 
Big Brother Movement attacks present 
policy as ‘*anti-British and 
anti-European’’. 

Argument is also continuing over the 
activities of former secretary of the 
Victorian Council for Civil Liberties, John 
Bennett. Now leader of the shadowy 
Australian Civil Liberties Union, Bennett is 
distributing a pamphlet Your Rights which 
includes a chapter repeating his allegation 
that the Holocaust never happened. 

And further to the right still, a 17-year- 


Robert Welch: Death of an Ultra Rightist 





Society has dominated the American 
far-right almost since its inception. 
Originally concerned with the threat of 
international communism, the Society 
subsequently came to believe that the 
real conspiracy was that of the 
‘Insiders’: finance-capitalists who had 
engineered the First World War, the 
Russian Revolution and almost all of the 
disasters and disorders of the twentieth 


century in a bid to destroy free 
enterprise and create a world 
government. 


Operating through a variety of front 
groups, the Society was one of the 
earliest opponents of sex education, the 
Equal Rights Amendment, income tax 
and other issues later taken up by the 
New Right, and while Welch’s passing 
marks the end of an era in American 
Rightist politics, his kind of politics will 
undoubtedly continue to find a place on 
the right-wing of the Reagan bloc. 


Richard Marlen 






old supporter of the neo-fascist group 
National Action has been convicted for 
attacking a member of the Socialist Labour 
League with a wooden club. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ ASIAN KIDNEY PATIENTS ALLOWED 
TO DIE 


Asian kidney patients are being put to the 
bottom of the list for dialysis if they don’t speak 
English. In an order of priority list, chosen by 
kidney specialists, and printed in the British 
Medical Journal, the 11th (out of 16) was a 
“67-year-old Asian with no English’. In 
Birmingham, a Pakistani woman was turned 
down for dialysis in two kidney units because she 
didn’t speak English. 

Each year an estimated 1,500 kidney patients 
die in Britain because there are insufficient 
facilities for dialysis. The cost of providing 
sufficient dialysis machines is estimated at £30-45 
million. (Observer 13.1.85.) 


@ FIGHT AGAINST RACISM ON MSC 
PROJECTS 


A campaign to fight racism on government 
sponsored Manpower Services Commission 
schemes has been launched in Birmingham. 
Black youngsters are being denied vital work 
experience because of the prejudice of some West 
Midlands employers. 

At the inaugural meeting of the Campaign for 
Racial Equality on MSC Projects, 100 delegates 
heard that employers frequently refused to 
accept black 16 and 17 year olds on YTS 
schemes. The Campaign, which is supported by 
the Commission for Racial Equality and the 
West Midlands County Council, wants to see 
government subsidies withdrawn from 
companies when racial discrimination is proven. 
(Evening Mail, Birmingham 22.1.85.) 


@ BOTTLE ATTACK ON ASIAN SHOP 


A racist joy rider attacked a Pakistani shop in 
Carlisle Road, Rotherham. The window of the 
shop was smashed by milk bottles, and two shop 
assistants, M. Ramzan (34), and B. Ali (24), 
injured by flying glass. They were treated at the 
District Hospital. 

A man was detained by the police, and is 
helping with enquiries, but no charges have yet 
been made. (Daily Jang, London 9.1.85.) 


|RECAP: An A-Z of who’s who on the far ae 


Aleksander, Della 


Before a sex-change operation in 
Casablanca in 1970, Della Aleksander 
was called Derek, a close friend of Sir 


Oswald Mosley, and his bodyguard 


during the aspirant British fihrer’s 
abortive post-war campaign. [In the 
1960s, Aleksander lived in South Africa 
where he raised funds for Mosley’s 
Union Movement; on her return to 
Britain from Casablanca, she joined 
{along with many other Mosleyites) the 
openly nazi but pan-European League of 
St George on its foundation in 1975. In 
1976/7 she was the editor of the League's 
Review, publishing articles by herself 
with titles like “National Socialism — the 
Inner Core’. During the same period, she 
was a student at Birkbeck College, 
London, where she was encouraged by 
lecturer Roger Scruton, later to become 
notorious as /imes columnist, arch- 
traditionalist Tory, and editor of the 
Salisbury Review. Aleksander is now 
running a “theocratic socialist’ cult, 
studying for a theology degree at 
Goldsmith's college, and living at her 
South London home, “Wolf's Lair’, 
surrounded by occultist artifacts. 


Della Aleksander (right) with ‘Wolf’. 


Anderson, lan 


An agriculture student at Pembroke 
College, Oxford, lan Anderson first 
became known within the NF as 
organiser of the Oxford branch in the 
early 1970s. He stood for the Oxford 
contituency in the October 1974 General 
Election, winning the smallest NF vote in 
the whole of England. In May 1975, he 
imported 40 thugs into Oxford to attack 
anti-fascists outside an NF anti-Common 
Market meeting with bicycle chains and 
meat hooks. From Oxford Anderson 
moved to London, contributing the 
occasional column to John Tyndall's NF- 
supporting journal 
standing for the party at Newham South 
in 1979. After the disaster of that General 


Election, Anderson became a leading — 
figure in what was to become the anti- _ 
NF, S 


Martin Webster faction of the 
topping the poll in the Directorate 


Spearhead, and — 


elections in 1981. By the time of 


Webster's expulsion in December 1983, 
Anderson was deputy chairman under _ 


Andrew Brons, and on 24 October 1984 — 
in a pre-arranged manoevre to keep out 
Joe Pearce — he was promoted to the 
top job. Despite the domination of the 
NF by the ‘Strasserite’ faction, Anderson 
is not thought to be a completely 
wholehearted Strasserite himself. 


lan Anderson. 


Baldwin, Brian 


A prison officer at Strangeways Prison, 
Manchester, Brian Baldwin first came to 
the attention of anti-fascists in 1975, 
when at the same time as being Northern 
Organiser of the nazi League of St 
George, he was in charge of training at a 
muster camp for Unit 88, a subsidiary 
unit of the nazi paramilitary intelligence 
group Column 88. By 1977, Baldwin was 
holding simultaneous National Front and 
British Movement membership, and in 
the same year he joined Eddie Morrison's 
Leeds-based British National Party, 
several of whose former members were 
jailed for acts of violence in 1979. As 


sometime chairman of the Strangeways — 


Prison Officers’ Association (in which 
role he protested against overcrowding 
in November 1979), Baldwin claims he 
gave up active political involvement in 
the late 70s. But in 1981 he was 
corresponding, on Column 88 notepaper, 


Brian Baldwin. 


to attempt t to set up a “British free : 
Corps”. In the letter, Baldwin stated th 


“as long as the Jew exists, Column 


will not die”. 


Bal tera! Raym a 


The son of the famous — Bamtoes : | 
engineering family, ‘Raymond Bamford 


was a major financial backer for a 
number of extreme right organisations _ 
founded in the late 50s and early 60s, _ 
including the British National Party 


(founded in 1960 by John Bean and 
Andrew Fountaine) 


few years later as a forum for racist _ 
agitation and propaganda. Bamford | 
made regular visits to white southern _ 

Africa, and financed the publication of a 


number of pamphlets by South African — 7 


racial anthropologists. He himself wrote _ 
a number of booklets promoting the 
“race-soul concept”, an ideology drawn. 


from the occultist tendencies within pre- _ | 


war German National Socialism. 


John Bean, August 1962. 


Bean, John 


An industrial journalist by protesiion. - 


John Bean was one of the leading | 
figures in British fascism in the 
formative years of the late 50s and early 
“60s. As a young man, he was an active _ 
member of the League of Empir 
Loyalists (founded in 1954), and in 1: 

joined forces with landowner And: : 
Fountaine to found the National Labour _ 
Party, which merged with the White _ 


Defence League to form the British | 
__ National Party in 1960. Bean, who was __ 
both national secretary of the BNP and 


editor of its paper Combat, once Stated 


that he wished to be known 
British Dr Soehees - Nedon 


eee s ioaee ‘Spearhead id. 





‘and the Racial _ 
Preservation Society, which emerged a 





WHAT THEIR PAPERS SAY 


Stuck in the groove... 


ON THE letters page of January’s 
Spearhead is a letter the like of which Mr 
Tyndall loves to print in his magazine. 
Clicking his heels in appreciation and 
raising his arm as a sign of gratitude, Mr 
Wooding from Lincoln writes in praise of 
his leader’s journal: ‘‘Congratulations on 
reaching your 20th anniversary!’’ He 
continues: ‘“‘This is a truly remarkable 
achievement all things considered’. And 
one can imagine Mr Tyndall smiling his 
modest smile, as he transfers that sentence 
from Mr Wooding’s letter to the print-face 
of Spearhead. 

The modest smile must have perceptably 
broadened during the transfer of the next 
sentence: ‘‘You are quite correct in saying that 
no other journal in the same political field in 
Britain has maintained the same consistency of 
publication over that time’’. Well, yes. Let’s give 
Mr Tyndall his due. For twenty years he has 
produced a journal, which has been, if not 
entertaining, witty or wise well, er, 
consistent. The latest issue, number one hundred 
and ninety-five, demonstrates this virtue of 
consistency. 

All the favourite Tyndall obsessions are on 
parade, with their boots well shined and with 
razor sharp creases in their drill trousers. 
Neatness has always been a consistent obsession. 
After twenty years, he still has the energy to 
complain about ‘‘scruffy Britain’’. Women 
wearing trouser suits to work are, it appears, 
a major cause of Britain’s ‘‘woefully inept 
industrial performance’. It all shows ‘‘the 
slovenly, undisciplined character, lacking any 
corporate pride, that has been so typical of 
Britain in modern times’’. Smarten up Britain! 
Show a bit of Germanic cleanliness! 

For twenty years, Spearhead has been battling 
against all manner of Jewish conspiracies in an 
attempt to revive the neatness of A. Hitler. 
Jewish conspiracies, as always, are well to the 
fore in number 195. Kenneth McKilliam pieces 
together a whole series of quotes from his library 
of anti-semitic books. He is particularly keen on 
a work by Rebe Gros, who wrote in 1927, that 
“there is a Jewish conspiracy against all 
nations’. Mr McKilliam has underlined the 
relevant passage in his copy of Rebe Gros, in 
order to trot it out on all possible occasions. In 
this issue, Mr McKilliam uses his texts to show 
that ‘‘the miners’ strike, as well as other strange 
activities going on against our British nation, are 
part of the conspiracy mentioned by Rebe 
Gros’’. 

Mr MckKilliam has been spreading his 
favourate quotations over the pages of 
Spearhead for a good number of years, but a 
comparative newcomer is Stanley Clayton- 
Garnett. Not until he retired from his teaching 
post in Bradford, did Mr C-G write openly in 
Spearhead, but in a short time he has shown 
himself to be Tyndall’s equal in prose style: long 
sentences with long words mixed together in a 
stodgy consistency. Here’s a sample, which in 
one sentence, manages to combine a double 
negative, alliteration (‘‘pernicious, political 
poison’’), pomposity (‘‘commencement’’ instead 
of ‘start’), anti-semitism and a touching tribute 
to Mr Tyndall as the worthy heir of Adolf Hitler. 
Hold your breath, and off we go: 
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“The effect of these Jewish-inspired 
stereotypes is not nil because this is the 
pernicious, political poison which has been 
injected into the body politic from the 
commencement of the Nationalist struggle in 
Germany led by Adolf Hitler to the present 
resurgence of Nationalism in Britain led by 
John Tyndall and the BNP following the 
demise of the original National Front’’. 

The next sentence explains that the injections 
of poison have come via ‘‘Jewish-controlled”’ 
media, but we hesitate to use up Searchlight’s 
limited supply of adjectives on another of Mr 
C-G’s sentences. 


Obsession 


Another of Mr T’s consistent obsessions has 
been the need to demonstrate the inferiority of 
all other leaderships to his own. Spearhead 
started off twenty years ago in a fit of bad 
temper against Colin Jordan, whose style of Sieg 
Heiling differed slightly from Tyndall’s. And so 
the first Spearhead, as does Mr C-G in the 
hundred and ninety-fifth, pointed out that it was 
Mr T who was the true heir of Aryan leadership. 
These days Tyndall is concerned to show the 
error of the National Front’s ways in deviating 
from the straight and decidedly narrow path of 
true fascism. 

Tyndall, spreading his verbal stodge over three 
pages, analyses the decline and fall of the 
National Front: ‘‘Today little remains of that 
once great movement but its name, for under 
changed management it has during the first part 
of the 1980s lurched from one internal crisis to 
another and in the process consigned itself to 
political ridicule and impotence’. After that 
comparatively short opening (commencing?) 
sentence, Mr T digs deeply into his Thesaurus, in 
order to hurl a whole artillery of adjectives, 
adverbs and noun phrases at Martin Webster and 
the young generation of fascists who have taken 
over the NF. 

About Webster, Tyndall is unmerciful: who 
would have thought that for most of its twenty 


Name that tune — Horst who? 


years Spearhead had been pleased to find column 
space for Webster’s prose? However, a leader, 
who has twenty years of consistency under his 
well-buckled belt, can afford to be 
understanding about the younger generation. It’s 
just that the trio now in charge of the NF are a 
bit wet behind the ears. One of them ‘‘is much 
too young and immature to be convincing as a 
leading representative of a party pretending to 
political power’’. Another is ‘‘given to childish 
gestures in public places which include two- 
fingered salutes’’. The third, ‘‘who may grow up 
in time’, apparently is ‘‘going through a silly 
and juvenile political phase’? by spouting out 
“the left-wing brand of ‘Nationalism’ ’’. About 
this third, Tyndall adds, with rare magnaminity 
and ever rarer self-insight: ‘‘I suppose I should 
not judge him too harshly, because I may well 
have spouted a lot of equally pompous drivel 
when I was his age’’. After all, admits, Tyndall, 
“T myself went through a juvenile political phase 
in my twenties’, when Spearhead was in its 
infancy. 

But consistency has always been his virtue: the 
youthful vigour may be waning, the hair-line, 
despite desperate surgery, may have receded, but 
remaining steadfast as ever is the pomous drivel. 

Spearhead is not the only magazine to print 
embarrassingly fulsome tributes. Excalibur 
Report, now supporting a new alignment called 
British Alliance, has at last managed to produce 
its fifth issue; on our copy one of its editors has 
typed ‘‘Happy White Christmas to Searchlight 
for all your publicity in 1984’’. 

A letter from Mr Tenney, much in keeping 
with Mr Wooding’s letter to Spearhead, declares: 
“‘T would like to congratulate you on achieving 
what I consider to be the most important factor 
so far as any political journal is concerned and 
that is producing it punctually’’. Unfortunately, 
the editorial for this issue starts with the words: 
“T must offer a sincere apology for the late 
appearance of this issue of Excalibur Report’. 
Not to worry; these magazines can never come 
late enough for us. 





CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


THE MAKING OF RACE MARTYRS 


There are many ways of making 
history, and not all of them receive the 
media coverage afforded Rosina 
McDonnell. There she was with her 
three children, peering from the front 
page of the Newham Recorder on 29 
November 1984: the first family to be 
served with an eviction notice by a 
local authority on grounds of racial 
harassment. According to the Recorder 
article, Mrs McDonnell was ‘‘bitter’’, 
‘‘distressed’’ and strongly denied any 
charges of wrong doing — a lengthy 
chronicle of which had so impressed 
Judge Dobry at the Bow County Court 
hearing of the council’s case that he 
had described the actions of the 
McDonnells as ‘‘appalling by any 
standards’’. But the Newham Recorder 
spared its readers the grim details, and 
gave no indication of the type of 
“racial abuse’’ the McDonnells had 
been dishing out for two years. 


Lending an ear to the ‘victims’ 


Two weeks later, the McDonnells were 
again pictured in the paper, this time above 
a large banner which proclaimed: ‘‘We 
want a chance to tell our side. Let us be 
heard’’ (13.12.84). The paper obliged, and 
then informed readers that a ‘‘stop the 
eviction’’ campaign had been launched by 
““unnamed people’ who were unknown to 
Mrs McDonnell — ‘‘but it’s nice to have 
support’’. 

By the time the family was finally evicted, 
the nature of that support was no longer a 
mystery. The Recorder’s front page of 17 
January 1985 described ‘‘Race Thugs’’ 
pelting Newham councillors with eggs and 
stink bombs, and dispensing death threats 
and replica coffins to the housing 
chairman: the National Front and their 
paraphernalia were in town. Later, the 
international links of the terror squad out 
to exploit the situation in Newham were 
given prominent exposure by the Recorder 
(24.1.85). 


Exit the McDonnells 


The revelation that they had some pretty 
unpalatable accomplices did not detract 
from the media status accorded the 
McDonnell family. Indeed, the impact of 
the Recorder’s ‘‘Race Thugs’’ front page 
was diminished by the inner spread devoted 
to the forlorn McDonnells, pictured 


weeping and trudging ‘‘away from their 
home’’ under the stark headline 
“BANISHED BY LAW’’. Television 
cameras were present to record the historic 
eviction, and transmit images of the race 
relations industry’s latest ‘victims’, first on 
ITV’s London Programme, and a week 
later in TV Eye’s ‘Racial Outlaws’, where 
Mrs McDonnell was given three separate 
occasions to cry, plead innocence, and 
lament the fact that she was being put out 
on to the streets in her own country. 

The TV Eye programme has been 
attacked on many grounds, including the 
way it gave a platform to fascists, and the 
way it ‘built’ both the McDonnells and the 
Tower Hamlets tenants facing CRE action 
for signing.a petition against an Asian 
family being moved on to their estate (see 
this issue of Searchlight). These tenants 
were portrayed on television, and in the 
pages of the East London Advertiser (see 
11.1.85), as long-suffering East Enders who 
had been driven to take their historic stand 
in order to preserve their neighbourhood 
from an alien invasion, and the violence 
which would follow. 


Remember Relf? 


Nearly a decade earlier Robert Relf had 
presented himself in similar terms. Relf had 
been jailed on 7 May 1976 for contempt of 
court when he refused to do the bidding of 
the Race Relations Board and remove the 
sign which had stood outside his house for 
two years, proclaiming it would only be 
sold to an ‘‘English family’’. 





Rosina McDonnell — portrayed as an East Ender’s ‘hero’. 


What lessons for today are contained in 
the way the media treated Robert Relf? 
Firstly, press coverage of the Relf case 
demonstrates quite clearly that no human 
material is too unsavoury for the 
journalistic sleight of hand which turns 
thugs into heroes and aggressors into 
victims. From the very beginning, the press 
knew there was nothing innocent about 
Robert Relf. The Daily Mail, among other 
papers, gave prominent coverage to his 
lurid past — the ‘‘extremist beliefs and 
actions’’ which had led this would-be 
Rhodesian commando to terrorise black 
people, throw thunderflashes at the Foreign 
Secretary, and dress up as a Ku Klux 
Klansman. His escapades had resulted in 
three previous terms of imprisonment. 
(Mail, 8.5.76.) 


From thug to hero 


But all of this was conjured away soon after 
his trial, and in its place we find Robert 
Relf, the authentic English hero, widely- 
quoted in the press for stating: ‘‘We have 
come to a sorry pass when an Englishman 
has been jailed for putting England first. 
This is just the first shot in a campaign of 
resistance on the part of the English 
people’’. 

It can be argued that the ‘building’ of 
Relf — the press lingered over rumours 
about his health during his prison hunger 
strike, conducted what should have been 
unprintable interviews with his Hitler- 
worshipping wife Sadie, and then 
celebrated their reunion on his release from 
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prison, defiant to the last — was given an 
extra impetus by the major immigrant 
‘scare’ story which ran side by side with the 
Relf saga: the inflammatory reports that 
incoming Malawi Asians were being lodged 
in 4-star hotels. The press contrasted the 
treatment meted out to one of England’s 
sons with the ‘‘welcome’’ given the 
‘infinite number’? of immigrants who 
(according to the leaked Hawley report) 
were seeking admittance to Britain (see the 
Daily Mail, 24.576; 17.6.76). 

The Relf case must then be seen against 
the background of the media-induced 
hysteria over immigration. But also, it must 
be seen in the context of proposed race 
relations legislation which was at the time 
wending its slow way through the 
Commons. Here, we have a second strong 
parallel with the Newham Council ‘first’. 
For Relf was also seen as a ‘first’: the first 
person to be imprisoned under the soon-to- 
be-replaced Race Relations Act of 1968. 
And all along the press spectrum, from the 
‘upmarket’ end to the tabloids, newpapers 
used the Relf case as an opportunity to 
sound off about the ‘race relations 
industry’ which, it was said, ‘‘discriminates 
in favour of blacks against Englishmen.”’ 


A law begging to be broken 


Listen to Honor Tracy of the Daily 
Telegraph (29.5.76). She couldn’t praise 
Relf enough for finally standing up and 
giving ‘‘the law a resonant no’’: ‘‘But 


should we always, automatically, bow to 
the law, no matter how crass or cruel it is? 
That such a thing could be done to a man in 
his own country, by his own people, is 





18 





a a 
Relf — a ‘star’ fram the past. 


She then urged all 


true 
Englishmen to defy the Race Relations Act 


infamous’’. 


and ‘‘make it known that this is their 
country and they will live in it as they 
choose’’. A month later, she was herself 
courting martrydom, saying she would 
continue to write in this vein, whatever the 
consequences (26.6.76). It is a sobering 
thought that Honor Tracy is still a 
columnist with the Telegraph, and still airs 
her views on race (see Daily Telegraph, 
2.4.84). 

Other papers took up the hue and cry 
against the Race Relations Act and Board. 
For instance, the pre-Murdoch Times 
asserted editorially that the Board ‘‘has 
been too eager’’ to tackle some instances of 
discrimination ‘‘in such a delicate period’’. 
(26.6.76). The Observer was not to be 
outdone. In a long interview with Sadie 
Relf (13.6.76), Polly Toynbee bent over 
backwards to take her seriously — perhaps 
to disprove the Relfs’ view that the 
Observer wouldn’t ‘‘give them a fair 
hearing’’. But whatever the reason, Sadie 
was encouraged to let it all hang out, and 


was endowed by the interviewer with a 
certain stature: as she talks ‘‘her eyes don’t 
light up with that mad ferocity’’. The 
interview concluded by Sadie naming the 
real villain — the Race Relations Board, 
which is ‘‘the perpetrator of a conspiracy to 
subvert the race’’ and which ‘‘controls the 
media, the editorial and reporting policies 
of the newspapers’’. 

The reality, of course, was (and remains) 
a totally different one, with today’s CRE 
inheriting the near toothlessness of 
yesterday’s Board, and race relations 
legislation being characterised more by its 
ambiguity than its effectiveness. 


The need for vigilance 


Which brings us back to the Newham 
eviction case, and the intention of the CRE 
to proceed against the Tower Hamlets 
petitioners. Today, as in 1976, we also see 
blatantly racist views being legitimated by 
the media, and violent thugs being 
presented as long-suffering Englishmen 
(and women) pitted against an interfering 
state. Today another legal ‘first’ is also 
being threatened by media attention. 

If other councils do follow Newham’s 
lead — as they have promised — it is likely 
that a national spotlight will be focused on 
these long overdue initiatives against racial 
violence in housing, with the danger of 
‘public opinion’ again being mobilised in 
support of the racist status quo. Anti- 
racists should be aware of the media’s past 
track record on such issues, and must now 
exercise vigilance to forestall the ‘building’ 
of more martyrs to a supposedly over- 
zealous race-relations industry. 


MURDER CONVICTION 
UNDER FIRE IN 


HITCHIN 


A campaign is under way in 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire, to 


overturn the conviction of a 
young black man for murder of a 
white youth. 


On 12 September 1984, Hanif Graham 
was sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the murder of Colin Reid. Reid had been 
fatally stabbed in the neck as he sat in 
the driving seat of his car, after a dance 
at the Regal Theatre in Hitchin. During 
and after the dance fights had broken 
out, mainly between white and West 
Indian youths, and Reid’s car was 
eventually surrounded by a large 
number of people in the theatre car 
park. Someone smashed the driver's 
window and plunged a knife into his 
neck. 

From the outset, the police 
investigation into the event 
concentrated exclusively on the role of 


Cartcincen AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


lasts Maelelalemiele 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
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local newspapers. 





RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Family rehoused after fire bomb 


A terrified family who were moved to a secret 
address after their home in Bermondsey, south 
London was fire bombed revealed that this was 
the second time they had been moved because of 
racial attacks. This time a petrol bomb was 
pushed through their letter box setting their front 
door ablaze, and bricks hurled through the 
window where their children were sleeping. Two 
daughters have been kept away from school for 
over a year because of racial abuse. Police 
investigating the incident think there is no reason 
to believe it was a racist attack. (Deptford & 
Peckham Mercury 17.1.85.). 


Canning Town 


An east London family take it in turns to stay up 
all night in case of racial attacks. Already the 
Rebeiros’ home is boarded up and they keep 
buckets of water handy in case of arson attacks. 
The family have been set upon in the street, their 
windows have been smashed, their door kicked 
in and their dustbins set alight. Most of their 
neighbours have been moved out and the family 
are wondering why it is taking Newham Council 
so long to rehouse them. (Newham Recorder 
17.1.85.) 


the black participants in the fight, and 
the incident was portrayed as a racial 
attack by blacks on whites. The fact that 
a white youth had run from the scene 
past a nearby policemen, without 
stopping to tell him what was 
happening, was put down to the youth's 
‘petrification’ — the alternative idea, 
that he had been engaged in an attack 
on black youths, was never even 
investigated. Almost all the black youths 
in Hitchin were rounded up and 
interviewed, whether or not they had 
been at the Regal that evening. One 
white youth who was_ involved 
reportedly boasted to a youth worker 
that the police had told him not to 
worry, since they were only interesting 
in ‘getting the black boys”. 

Thirteen young black people were 
finally charged with affray, and Hanif 
Graham with murder. No white youths 
were charged. Hanif was detained for 
two days in the police station. He says 


Bound over for self defence 


Mrs Remilekun Izedomwen was so angry when 
she was harassed by two youths on her way home 
that she came after them brandishing two 
hammers. Although she was cleared of the 
charge of possession of offensive weapons she 
was bound over in the sum of £50 to keep the 
peace for three months. (East London Advertiser 
25.1.85.) 


Racists behind kidnapping 


Police believe racists may have been behind the 
strange kidnapping of West Ham civil servant 
Andrew Phillips, who was held in a darkened 
room for three days. Mr Phillips was grabbed by 
three men posing as police when he was involved 
in a slight collision with a van in West Ham east 
London. He was then driven to a house and held 
captive and questioned about his personal life. 
Mr Phillips, who is a former Anti-Nazi League 
member, was shown a photograph of himself 
attending the funeral, of Blair Peach, the anti- 
racist activist who was killed in Southall after an 
NF march in 1979. After three days Mr Phillips 
was driven to the outskirts of Harlow where his 
car was waiting but there were no threats or 
demands made by his captors. 


Restaurant bombed 


‘Molotov cocktail’ bombs were hurled at an 
Indian restaurant in Dudley causing several 
hundreds of pounds worth of damage. 
(Birmingham Evening Mail 7.1.85.) 


EDUCATION 





Harrington ‘isolated’ at Poly 


NF organiser Patrick Harrington failed in an 
attempt to provoke clashes with students at 
North London Polytechnic when he entered the 
main building to eat at the canteen. Under 


he was not allowed food; his clothes 
were taken and he was given only a 
blanket; and he was threatened with 
violence to himself and reprisals to his 
family. Eventually, he signed a 
confession statement. At that point he 
was allowed to see a solicitor. 

Hanif’s solicitors for his trial were 
picked from a list at the police station. 
The barrister who represented him was 
someone who had taken over the case 
at the last moment. No defence 
witnesses were called. The prosecution 
evidence consisted of Hanif’s 
confession statement, a remark he was 
alleged to have made the day after the 
stabbing, his presence at the scene and 
the fact that a knife he had been seen 
with earlier was the same size as the 
murder weapon. There was no forensic 
evidence and no direct eyewitness 
evidence — all the people who saw him 
said he was on the other side of the car. 

Hanif was convicted after 4% hours’ 
deliberation by a jury of eleven white 
and one black members. He is now 
serving a sentence of life imprisonment. 
Despite the poverty of the evidence 
which convicted him, his lawyers have 
told him not to appeal. Now his family, 
friends and supporters, convinced of his 
innocence, are determined to get the 
case reopened and the conviction 
quashed. 





arrangements made with the Poly’s new director, 
Dr John Beishon, Harrington attends lectures in 
Benwell Road, behind the main building, where 
special library and canteen facilities were 
arranged for him. As he entered the main 
building students moved out and he sat alone in 
the canteen eating his meal for half an hour while 
students shouted anti-fascist slogans at him from 
outside the room. (Morning Star 19.1.85.) 
Several thousand students took part in an anti- 
racist rally and march through Islington 
organised by the National Union of Students. 


School book withdrawn 


A book which features a poem which refers to an 
Asian boy as a ‘Paki’ is to be withdrawn from 
library shelves in Newham. The book, Swings 
and roundabouts, published by Collins, was 
discovered by local teacher D.S. Bawa. Collins 
now intend to delete the poem from any future 
editions. (Newham Recorder 17.1.85.) 


POLICE 





Racial attacks are Met priority 


Racial attacks are to be one of the crime-fighting 
priorities in 1985, according to Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner Sir Kenneth Newman in a 
special report. According to Met figures, racial 
attacks are likely to be about 1,450 for 1984 
compared with 1,280 the previous year. The 
report goes on to say that there are now 21 police 
consultative committees of the kind 
recommended in the Scarman Report; three 
London boroughs have agreed to set up 
committees, seven are still considering and seven 
are not participating. (Guardian 19.1.85.) 


Racial attacks recorded 


The Metropolitan Police are to record on 
computer details of every racial attack in south 
London in an attempt to find the best way to 
tackle them. (South London Press 4.1.85.) 


us) 


New ‘swamp’ in Lambeth 


60 extra police were drafted into Brixton in a 
police operation described by Lambeth’s Police 
Committee chairperson, Gordon Ley, as 
‘provocative and disruptive’’. Black youths are 
feared the target of the operation but police deny 
the officers are to be let out into the streets 
simply to make a large number of arrests. (South 
London Press 25.1.85.) 


‘Stop and search’ row 


More people were stopped and searched in 
Southwark than anywhere else in London in 
1983. Over 44,000 people were stopped — an 
average of 120 per day. Chairperson of 
Southwark’s Police Committee, Jessica 
Wannamaker, criticised the statistics as 
‘‘appalling’’ and said she feared the 
consequences, particularly for young black 
people. 50 per cent of those stopped were for 
suspected vehicle offences, less than one per cent 
for drug offences and the rest for ‘suspicious 
movements’. Less than nine per cent of the stops 
resulted in arrests — a slight increase in the 1982 
figure of 6.9 per cent. (Deptford & Peckham 
Mercury 17.1.85.) 


Neighbourhood Watch slammed 


Hackney Council has described the 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the borough as 
an ‘‘unqualified failure’? which has divided 
communities and increased racial tension. It 
criticises the scheme for being a police initiative 
designed to gather information and intelligence 
on local communities. In a research report the 
Council claims that burglaries and violent crimes 
have actually increased in areas where 
Neighbourhood Watch is in operation. And on 
one estate the scheme had degenerated into 
vigilanteeism and citizens’ arrests. (Evening 
Standard 7.1.85.) 


Secret video of demonstration 


Police have admitted using council premises 
without permission to film a demonstration in 
support of the Greater London Council held in 
Peckham, south London. A civilian film crew 
used the roof of Southwark council’s Ayton 
house to film the rally held at Burgess Park. The 
video cameras were spotted by the rally’s chief 
steward and the Council wrote to Commander 
Douglas Cree of Southwark police demanding an 
explanation. He admitted the police were quite 
wrong to use the building without council 
permission. The Council’s Police Committee say 
that innocent people in the crowd were identified 
on film and then put on police files as being 
suspicious political activists. But Scotland Yard 
say the video was taken purely for ‘‘the purpose 
of monitoring the situation to assist in the 
deployment of manpower in similar situations’’. 
(Deptford & Peckham Mercury 17.1.85.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Family reunion fee 


A £10 fee for visa applications and entry 
clearance — introduced in January — was called 
‘a tax on family reunion’’ by Bradford Law 
Centre worker Gulum Mohammed, who said 
that Asian families will suffer hardship as a 
result. Angry MPs including Max Madden, MP 
for Bradford West, are calling on the 
Government to reverse its decision, which was 
introduced without parliamentary debate. 
(Telegraph & Argus 18.1.85.) 


Families denied visits 
Sandwell Campaign Against Racism and Facism 
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says that Asian families in the area are being 
denied visits from their relatives because of 
obstruction and Whitehall racism. There have 
been six local cases in the last three months where 
families from the Indian sub-continent have been 
denied visa for holiday visits. In one case 
relatives were stopped at Heathrow Airport and 
prevented from travelling any further. The 
campaign’s chairperson, Cllr John Edwards, 
said that Australians and Canadians had no 
difficulty coming here ‘‘but if you’re from India 
there can be delays and frustrations’. A 
spokesperson for the Home Office denied 
discrimination in their policies. (Birmingham 
Evening Mail 10.1.85.) 


Couple win deportation reprieve 


The Home Office has allowed a one-year stay of 
execution on the deportation order on 25 year- 
old Turkish Cypriot, Hasip Birgun. Mr Birgun 
came to Britain in 1982 for a friend’s wedding 
and re-met his childhood sweetheart Zehra 
Hassan who left Cyprus with her family to come 
to Britain 13 years ago. The couple could not 
marry immediately as Zehra was too young so 
Hasip stayed on until her parents gave their 
consent and the couple married in June 1983. Mr 
Birgun was arrested for overstaying his leave but 
failed to surrender to a summons as he did not 
understand the law. North Lewisham Law 
Centre appealed to the Home Office on their 
behalf with the backing of local MP Colin 
Moynihan. (Deptford & Peckham Mercury 
24.1.85.) 


Georgina Buckman 


Georgina Buckman has won her five-month 
battle against deportation. In a letter to her local 
MP, Alf Dubs, Home Office Minister David 
Waddington said that in view of the violence Mrs 
Buckman had suffered at the hands of her father 
and estranged husband, and in the absence of 
any obvious means of support were she to return 
to Ghana, he had taken the decision to revoke 
the deportation order. Now Mrs Buckman and 
her two British-born sons will be able to remain 
indefinitely. (Wandsworth Borough News 
18.1.85.) 


“Get tough”’ policy on immigrants 


Labour MP for Norwood, John Fraser, claims 
there is a Whitehall ‘‘get tough’’ policy on illegal 
immigrants which is ‘‘too tough and too 
inconsistent’. The MP, who is also a solicitor, 
deals with at least one deportation case each 
week and believes that Home Office Minister 
David Waddington was given the post as part of 
a harsher policy. Many appeals on 
compassionate grounds have ended with one 
family being deported while another one is 
allowed to stay. (South London Press 11.1.85.) 


Open verdict 


A murder hunt was launched after the 
dismembered body of a black woman was found 
on a waste disposal site at Pitsea in Essex. She 
was described as 5ft 2 inches, plump, with short 
hair and prominent teeth. (Hornsey Journal 
18.1.85.) 


Now other councils may follow .. . 


Following Newham council’s successful attempt 
to evict a racist family for racial harassment, 
other councils have warned they will take similar 
action, including Southwark, Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Greenwich. And Birmingham is 
considering including a clause in tenancy 
agreements making racial harassment a breach of 
conditions. (Birmingham Evening Mail 19.1.85.) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ VIOLENT ATTACKS IN SMETHWICK 


Violent attacks on Asians have been reported 
from the Smethwick and Langly areas of 
Birmingham. The National Front is believed to 
be involved. A 27 year old Pakistani man, Mohd 
Sadique, was violently assaulted, while several 
women and children have been attacked or 
robbed. 

Mr N.K. Durani, a member of the Mosque 
Trust and leader of the Pakistani Welfare 
Association, Langly, has stated that racist thugs 
are carrying out pre-planned violent activities, 
which are causing great fear and concern among 
the local Asians. He said that women and 
children are being attacked in broad daylight 
while the police are not paying any heed to the 
complaints of the Asians. (Daily Jang, London 
18.1.85.) 


@ CHELSEA FOOTBALL FANS FINED 


Two Chelsea fans have been fined for singing 
anti-semitic songs at a football match. The 
arrests, under the Public Order Act, followed 
complaints by other Chelsea fans. 

Edward Hylton (25), was fined £50 and 
Stephen Haines (18), £75. They both admitted 
the offence. They’d been singing:- 

‘‘Spurs are on their way to Auschwitz, Hitler’s 
going to gas them’’. 

Chelsea club chairman, Ken Bates, in a 
statement published in the match programme, 
said that Chelsea is a Jewish club, just like 
Tottenham and Arsenal, with many supporters 
of Asian or African descent. 

“We will not hesitate to eject, arrest, and, if 
possible, prosecute offenders,’’ he said. (Jewish 
Chronicle 21.12.84.) 


@SIX YEAR OLD BOY KIDNAPPED 


A six year old Asian boy was kidnapped by a 
white woman in Bath, Somerset. 

The incident occurred when a 27-year-old 
Indian woman left her three young children 
outside a shop on the Stall Road. On returning, 
she found that one of her children was missing. 
The youngest child said that a white woman had 
taken her six-year-old baby boy away. 

The mother began a frantic search and after a 
while saw her boy escorted by a white woman. 
She shouted to the child and the boy began 
crying. The white woman shouted some racial 
abuse, and then ran off down a side street. 

Police are still investigating the episode. (Daily 
Jang, London 18.1.85,) 


@ NF SOUGHT CONFRONTATION 


A group of National Front paper sellers were 
attacked in Lowestoft. They had chosen to sell 
their papers outside W H Smith’s, a traditional 
pitch for socialist paper sellers. 

Five NF skinheads were selling copies of NF 
News and Nationalism Today, when they were 
attacked by a gang of 10 youths. One of the 
skinheads suffered a minor injury. Nick Griffin, 
‘Press Officer’ of the newly formed East Suffolk 
branch of the NF warned that they would be 
back — with bodyguards. (Lowestoft Journal & 
Mercury, 7.12.84, 14.12.84.) 





